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Mrs. Cox, the new principal at Brown Middle School, has a vision

for our school community. Prior to becoming the principal at

Brown, she was an assistant principal for 5 years at Soddy Daisy

High School, teacher, and even a librarian. Being a principal is a

whole new experience for her. She is changing our school in an

amazing way. We students definitely don’t like some of the

changes that affect us directly, so we automatically assume the

worst of it. But everything she does for us students and our school

as a whole has a meaning behind it.

Benchmarks

We asked Mrs. Cox, “How do you plan on making sure BMS

students are prepared for benchmarks?” She responded that she

plans on having students set goals for the upcoming benchmarks

in December. She also stated that benchmarks will build on what

students learn in Charger Time and in class. So make sure you are

prepared for benchmarks by paying attention in all of your classes

along with your Charger Time class!

Dress Code

Mrs. Cox wants us to dress a certain way so we will know how to

present ourselves to others right now and in the future. Your

personal presentation shows peers who you are and what you are

about, and in school we are about learning and building

community. Dress code is a way to have us make good

impressions.

Hoodies

Mrs. Cox answered our questions about why hoodies are not

allowed in our school. She explained that hoodies hide your face.

Plus while she was visiting Brown last year, she noticed that a

teacher told a student to remove their hood. The student did it

while in front of the teacher, but as soon as the student walked

away, they put the hood back on immediately. In the case of an

intruder, they would more than likely have their hood up blocking

their face, compared to the student body, which wouldn't have

their hoods up making the intruder easier to identify and not

getting mixed up with a student. For Mrs.Cox, keeping us safe is

one of her top priorities at Brown Middle School.

Meet the New SRO

“I want kids to think that police officers are

safe to go to and are not dangerous.” That was

a quote from our own SRO Officer AJ and he

wants to keep students safe and wants students

to know that he is not a dangerous person. Two

students went to interview him and asked

questions about what he thinks about Brown

Middle School. The students asked Officer AJ,

”Are you enjoying Brown?” He stated, “ Yes, it’s

very different.” The students also asked, “What

do you hope to see from the 8th graders when

they move into high school?” He stated that

“High school is a big change from middle

school. You need to succeed to do well in the

world.” Officer AJ is very used to being around

preteens and teens all day because, in fact, he

has kids of his own who are our age. Before

Officer AJ came to Brown Middle he had a very

interesting job. He was in the U.S Army and

also worked in law enforcement since 2002, a

total of 18 years. The final question that the

students asked him was “Would you like to

meet more students like this in the future?” He

replied, “ Yes, I want to meet every student

here and help influence kids to do well in

school.” Officer AJ is looking forward to

meeting students and getting to know them

and the staff. If you would like to have a

conversation with him you can find him in

B-Pod by the old guidance counselor’s  office.

Principal’s Advisory Committee
The Principal’s Advisory Committee is a group

of students that were picked to give the

principal ideas/suggestions about what we

should do for our school to make it a better

place. We also talk about how we can reach our

school goals and how we can make students

more engaged and have more fun in school.



How does our school

guidance counselor help us at

Brown Middle school?

Two of our Brown Middle School

students interviewed Ms. Milen,

the school counselor. Ms. Milen

said she tries to get to know each

student individually so they feel

more comfortable. Another way

she gets students to feel more

comfortable is by smiling and

listening instead of talking, and by

not being  judgmental.

For students to get in touch

with Ms. Milen they either email

her or go to her office. Even if she's

not in her office she has a sheet of

paper for advice.

Here's her advice:

● The life in front of you is

more important than the

life behind you

● Ask yourself if what you are

doing today is getting you

closer to where you want to

be tomorrow

● Don't be a prisoner of your

past. It was just a lesson,

not a life sentence

● When you walk into a

room, wonder if you like

the people in there - not

whether they like you

● Don't take anything

personally. Remind

yourself that others can

take their problems out on

you and you have nothing

to do with it

● Ignore criticism from

someone whom you

wouldnt seek advice from

Ms. Milen enjoys being a school

counselor and thinks it's the best

job in the school. She loves being

around an educational force. She

helps students, family, and friends

after school.

STEM Club
Do you want to build a robot? Or

race an electric car? STEM Club

meets after school on most

Tuesdays and Thursdays until 4:30

pm. One part of the club has been

building and programming robots

for VEX competitions and will start

on an underwater robot soon. The

other part of the club has rebuilt an

electric race car and competed in

the local fall race. There are more

opportunities for spring. If you are

interested, talk to Mr. Cooper or

Mrs. Rox.

Art Club
If you are interested in joining art

club you should check with Mrs.

Starnes to join. We meet two

Wednesdays every month, and we

work on school projects and gifts

for loved ones. We also have an art

contest coming up, where you can

submit your drawings and the best

drawing

picked out

will be in the

next issue of

the school

newspaper.

Spirit Week
This year's spirit week was very

successful. It featured a wacky

tacky day, twin day, team day

where we were able to wear

hoodies, BMS spirit day, decades

day, and also featured a pep rally

for the BMS sports teams, and

cheer team. We hope we have

another one next year!
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